
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5134 July 16, 2015 
Chairman INHOFE, Senator BOXER, 

and a bipartisan group of Senators are 
working out the final language. I want 
to thank them for their efforts, and I 
hope we will find a way to go forward 
on a multiyear, paid-for highway bill. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

A COOPERATIVE MINORITY 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I commend 

Senators MURRAY and ALEXANDER for 
their good work on this education bill. 
But I want the record to be spread with 
this. The bill is passing this Congress 
because we have had a constructive mi-
nority during this Congress. 

Senator Harkin, who was chair of 
that committee, had indicated—and I 
said this on the Record last week—that 
on two separate occasions they re-
ported the bill out of the education 
committee, but it was filibustered and 
never got to the floor. 

So I understand why my friend the 
Republican leader is beating his chest 
about how great the Senate works, be-
cause it does work if you have a coop-
erative minority, and that is what we 
have done. We have worked very hard 
to try to get this done, and as a result 
of our work together, we have been 
able to get it done. But please save ev-
eryone the lack of history. My friend 
keeps bringing up: Boy, the Senate is 
working so well. It is very cynical what 
my friends did in stopping everything 
for the last 4 years. They stopped ev-
erything. Hundreds of times they 
stopped bills from moving to the floor. 
So my friend comes to the floor and 
says: Oh man, things are working so 
great now. Isn’t it great the Senate is 
working? 

Cynical as it was, the Republicans 
had a plan, and that was to oppose ev-
erything. We had a Democratic Presi-
dent, we had a Democratic Senate, and 
if they opposed everything, it would 
work out great for them, and it did. It 
wasn’t good for the country, but they 
are now in the majority. Now, how long 
they stay there remains to be seen. 

If you look at the poll numbers about 
how well my friend is doing, the Repub-
lican leader is not doing very well, 
with the lowest numbers since they 
started doing polling on leaders— 
Democratic or Republican leaders. 

So we will continue to cooperate 
when we can. The highway bill is com-
ing up, and I hope we can work to-
gether to get something done on that. 
It is something that is long overdue. 
We have tried to get that done in the 
past, but we had Republican objections 
on everything we tried. 

We have had 33 short-term extensions 
on the highway bill—33. We used to do 
them as a matter of routine every 5 
years. But that isn’t the way it is any 
longer. But we are going to cooperate 
as much as we can on the highway bill 
and everything else. 

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, prior to 

leaving the floor, I want to talk about 
another subject that is extremely im-
portant. 

One of the sad things that has hap-
pened the last few months is that Re-
publicans have brought to a stand-
still—and that is even an understate-
ment to say that—the Export-Import 
Bank. It is now gone. Legislation was 
not passed. So something we have al-
ways done in the past routinely—reau-
thorized this bill—we have not done so 
this time. The Republicans have 
stopped it. It is gone. The Export-Im-
port Bank is gone. 

Our ability to sell to other countries 
our products has been seriously over-
whelmed. It is so sad. And it really is 
sad. Other countries have these export- 
import banks. There is some mindset 
from my Republican friends that we 
can’t do anything that government is 
involved in. But if we are going to be 
competitive in the world, we have to 
have a program such as the Export-Im-
port Bank. It has been around for a 
long time and has been very successful. 
If we don’t do this, for example, the 
airplanes we build in the State of 
Washington will actually come to a 
screeching halt. They can sell to Amer-
ica but not to other countries. 

Now, am I making all this up? No. In 
fact, other countries have these banks. 
Is it one or two countries? No, it is 
scores of countries—scores of coun-
tries. I will take a minute or two to 
read the names of the countries that 
have working export-import banks to 
help their businesses and workers com-
pete globally: Argentina, Australia, 
Austria, Bangladesh, Barbados, Bel-
gium, Brazil, Canada, China, Hong 
Kong, Colombia, Croatia, Czech Repub-
lic, Denmark, Ecuador, Estonia, Fin-
land, France, Germany, Greece, Hun-
gary, India, Indonesia, Israel, Italy, 
Japan, Jordan, Luxembourg, Malaysia, 
Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Norway, Oman, Poland, Portugal, Rus-
sia, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
South Africa, South Korea, Spain, Swe-
den, Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey, 
United Kingdom, Uzbekistan. 

Every one of these countries has a 
working export-import bank. Why do 
they have them? Because they want to 
be competitive. Whatever they are able 
to sell to a foreign country—whether a 
bag of wheat or some kind of product 
they manufacture—they want to be 
able to help their local businesses sell 
to foreign countries—but not the 
United States. And we are really hurt-
ing. 

I can’t imagine—I can’t imagine— 
how the Republicans, whose support for 
business-oriented operations—we 
thought over the years their interest 
was in helping business—has just 
turned a blind eye. They are not inter-
ested in helping business any more. 
Why? Because these working Export- 
Import Banks are government oper-
ations. Does it cost the Federal Gov-
ernment of the United States money? 

Of course not. We have received $7 bil-
lion back in rewards that goes to our 
Treasury. We make money on the deal. 

So I would say to my friend who be-
lieves the Senate is working well, I 
wish somebody would say to my Repub-
lican friends, you know, every small 
business organization supports the Ex-
port-Import Bank. The chamber of 
commerce is not an organization that 
is out beating the drums for Demo-
crats, but they are running ads all over 
America saying: Republicans, do some-
thing about this. Huge companies like 
Boeing—there are hundreds of thou-
sands of jobs at Boeing—are dependent 
on being able to export those big air-
planes. 

As a result of Republicans’ nonaction 
and not reauthorizing this important 
piece of legislation—before this col-
lapse of the Bank took place, there 
were 165,000 Americans working in jobs 
related to the Export-Import Bank. I 
don’t know how many there are today, 
but I guarantee there are not 165,000. 
Each day that goes by, others lose 
their jobs. Little companies from the 
State of Nevada are calling me and 
saying: We have to have this. We are 
going to go out of business. 

The bad feeling my Republican 
friends have for anything dealing with 
the government so that they do stuff 
like this—it is hard to explain to any-
body why they would do something 
like this. 

Every one of these countries has pro-
grams. I have read their names into the 
RECORD. I think it is just a shame what 
has happened with this wonderful insti-
tution that is so good for creating jobs 
for America. 

If the Presiding Officer would an-
nounce the business of the day. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

EVERY CHILD ACHIEVES ACT OF 
2015 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 1177, which 
the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1177) to reauthorize the Elemen-

tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to 
ensure that every child achieves. 

Pending: 
Alexander/Murray amendment No. 2089, in 

the nature of a substitute. 
Murray (for Peters) amendment No. 2095 

(to amendment No. 2089), to allow local edu-
cational agencies to use parent and family 
engagement funds for financial literacy ac-
tivities. 

Murray (for Coons/Rubio) amendment No. 
2243 (to amendment No. 2089), to authorize 
the establishment of American Dream Ac-
counts. 

Alexander (for Cruz/Lee) amendment No. 
2180 (to amendment No. 2089), to provide for 
State-determined assessment and account-
ability systems. 
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